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of   Trans}rlvania  rose   against  the   tyranny  of   the
Magyars; in the two principalities the people were
animated  by the  desire  to  throw  off  the   protec-
torate of Russia and  so  terminate  the  reactionary
system  of  government  which  she  had  introduced.
The masses were led by men of distinction, two of
whom, Constantine Rosetti and John Bratiano, were
destined   to   play  an  important  part   in   the   later
history of their country.    The leaders proposed  to
the prince that he should  put himself at the head
of the movement    But Bibescou did not share the
views of the revolutionists,    Convinced  that Russia
could crush them in a moment, he told them that
he did  not consider the season propitious for such
an  enterprise.    Another attempt  to   persuade  him
proved futile, and on the Qth of June the revolution
broke out at Bucharest.    Bibescou ordered the arrest
of several members of the revolutionary committee ;
their supporters  fired  at him as he drove through
the streets.    An  immense  crowd gathered in front
of his palace, and forced him  to  sign the scheme
for a new constitution and appoint a ministry from
among the  popular   leaders.     Bibescou   upon   this
abdicated,  leaving the revolutionists   in   possession
of the field.    Not a single drop of blood had been
shed.

The aim of the more moderate reformers was
not the formal independence of their country from
the suzerainty of the Sultan, to whom they ad-
dressed a letter expressive of their devotion, but
the practical freedom of the nation from Russian
interference, coupled with full political equality. All